eastern indonesia, because their presence there had not yet been called into question by the indonesian revolution and a noble task seemed to lie ahead. cities like Kupang and Ambon and the chinese quarter of Makassar needed to be rebuilt from scratch and urban planning was imperative. the pre-war debate about the direction urban planning should take was resumed after the Japanese surrender. the ultimate challenge for town planners was the development of a new town, Kebayoran Baru, south of Jakarta. As a new town, Kebayoran Baru was strictly speaking not a case of reconstruction, but the administrative methods applied to realize the project and the aim of lessening the acute housing shortage in Jakarta places this topic firmly in the years of post-war reconstruction.
the frantic activity of dutch engineers turned out to be the final convulsions of colonialism and yet it illustrates some interesting social dynamics. one thread that connects the three topics of this chapter -reconstruction, urban planning, and Kebayoran Baru -is the state's efforts to keep the emergent chaos of the built environment after 1945 under control. Although not everybody agrees that planners generally do a good job (Lefebvre 1986), city administrators and planners in indonesia perceived themselves to be the 'directors of urban change' (nas 2005), who had a crucial role to play. Yet reconstruction work slipped into chaos and seemed to be developing without any regard for planning, and the question is why.
A second recurrent theme is the tension between the federal government in Jakarta, the government of the constituent state (negara), and the local government. 2 reconstruction and urban planning show the difficulties the central government had in carrying out its own intentions as a federal state. When it began to think about reconstruction, the central government concluded immediately that it had to take the leading role, not only in providing funds, but also in distributing building materials, which were in short supply, and skilled workers. standard phrases that were repeated in the plans like a mantra were: 'to use local material as much as possible', 'to keep the buildings as austere as possible', and to refrain from 'perfectionism'. 3 the need to distribute scarce resources as efficiently as possible was a sensible argument
